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of judgment, but it is entirely wrong to construe this statement into a reflection on the Christian system of Government or an attempt at inciting people to rebellion. Such an insinuation would have been justified if in the Iqtrab or other Mahommadan works it had been alleged that everything which is considered a sign of the approach of the da}r of judgment would be necessarily bad. But since even good things (among them the descent of Christ, the appearance of the Mehdi, the conquest of Jerusalem, and the rising up of a gold rock out of the River Euphrates, as detailed at page 19, 20, 60, *and 68) are admitted by the author to be the signs of the Qiamat, it is simply preposterous to conclude that such a statement is calculated to reflect prejudicially on the Christian system of Government or that it is calculated to create a rebellion.
This reminds us of a story of the Sikh times when some clever servants similarly made a fool of their ignorant master. There was a Sikh Rais of the name of Karam Singh, most of whose employees were uneducated and ignorant. A Farsi Khan. ( Persian scholar) unfortunately entered the service and gained tfie confidence of the Sirdar on account of his great abilities. This excited the jealousy of the rest of the servants, who told the Rais that the Farsi Khawn was so impudent as to write his name with a small instead of a big Qaf.* The Sirdar accordingly dismissed the Farsi Khawn. It is a pity that our brethern should have played a similar trick with the British Government, by telling them that the ISTawab had stated their supremacy as being one of the signs of the approach of the day of judgment, without stopping for a moment to think of the risk they would run when Government came to know that what are regarded as the signs of the Qiamat are not necessarily all bad.
Statement No. 3 reminds us of the story of the person who attempted to prove that the Qoran prohibited prayer by quoting the first portion of a verse, viz., " do not be near prayer," and omitting the last portion, namely, " when you are drunk."
*    The big Qaf is equal to Q, and the small kaf to K.